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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: GENEVA PROTOCOL OP 1925: CHEMICAL AND BAC- 
TERIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 

1 . ON JANUARY 23 WE PASSED TEXT OP PRESIDENT'S JANUARY 
22 STATEMENT ON SIGNING PROTOCOL TO ECO DISARMAMENT 
DEPARTMENT. THEY NOTED THAT PRESIDENT SAID 'UK HAS COM- 
PLETED PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES POR RATIPICATION..." 
CURRENT STATUS IS THAT UK PARLIAMENT HAS PASSED BILL BUT 
STILL MUST MAKE ORDER IN COUNCIL SO THAT LEGISLATION WILL 
BE EPPECTIVE IN DEPENDENT TERRITORIES. TELEGRAMS WERE 
SENT TO 17 DEPENDENT TERRITORIES ON DEC. 20, 1974. SO 

PAR 5 HAVE APFIRMED THAT THE BILL IS COMPATIBLE WITH LO- 
CAL LEGISLATION; 3 HAVE PROPOSED MINOR AMENDMENTS. OTHER 
9 HAVE NOT YET RESPONDED. ECO SENT PURTHER REQUESTS POR 
RESPONSES TO 9 ON JANUARY 23. PRIVY COUNCIL IS READY 
TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION ON ORDER IN COUNCIL WHEN ALL 
REPLIES RECEIVED. BUT HONEST ESTIMATE IS THAT UK WILL 
NOT BE READY TO DEPOSIT INSTRUMENTS UNTIL END PEBRUARY. 
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2. FCO LEGAL ADVISOR'S OPPICE (EATON) HAS ASKED THAT 
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USG CLARIFY WHETHER PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT IS AMPLIFICA- 
TION OF EARLIER U.S. INTERPRETATION OF PROTOCOL OR 
WHETHER PREVIOUS INTERPRETATION STANDS. REQUEST THAT 
U.S. DELEGATION TO CONSULTATIONS ON HUMANITARIAN LAW IN 
LONDON JAN 27-29 BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH EATON. 

3. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY ADVANCE INFORMATION POS- 
SIBLE ON THE MODALITIES OF U.S. DEPOSIT OF INSTRUMENTS 
OF RATIFICATION IN LONDON. 
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